Iwade Parish Council

Annual Parish Council Meeting (AGM)
Held on Tuesday 9th May at 7.30pm
Present:
Chairman Peter Wilks



Cllr Brian Groves

Mrs Sarah George, Parish Clerk
Cllr Malcolm Hutchings
9 Parishioners
Cllr Derek White

Janet Gregory – KM Representative
Vice Chairman Phil Fearn



Cllr John White

Cllr Lisa Older

Cllr Sue Dowling

Cllr Phil Hyde 

County Councillor Roger Truelove

Apologies


Borough Councillor Ben Stokes



County Councillors Brenda Simpson

2. Chairman’s Report

The Parish Council held meetings on the second Tuesday of each Month. In June Cllr Linda Fisher resigned and in July 2005 Cllr Tricia Carr resigned, In August Councillors Sue Downing and Lisa Older were co-opted as members of the Council.  

The 2006 Register of Electors lists 855 properties an increase of 117 and 1746 electors, an increase of 317 over 2005. The Parish Precept is £23,035, increase of £2977 on 2005

Development
Since 1999 The Development List is as follows:

Woodpecker and Helen Thompson                           108 dwellings

Wards Grovehurst Road /Sheppey Way                      65

Hillreeds Pinks Corner [now Orchard Homes]         121

Hillreeds North of School Lane                                  84

Mathews Homes North of School Lane                    142

Wards North of School Lane                                     146

Church Mews                                                              13

Wards Grovehurst Rd [under construction]              129

Plantation Mews [under construction]     say              18
Village Centre Mews                                                   15

Wards Phase 7 at Church 27 not yet granted planning permission, newt survey required.

Total 


843   [original village 342]  Total 1185 dwellings
Members will recall that the draft Swale Plan and the Kent & Medway Structure Plan both propose a further allocation of greenfield land for 400 dwellings we shall therefore be exceeding the Current Plan figure of 1200 by 5.8% [inclusive of Phase 7].  The K&MSP goes to its final KCC meeting 25th May

We now have three major developers wanting to increase the housing allocation for Iwade.  Each has submitted objections to the SBLP requesting additional Greenfield land be released for housing and in the case of Crest Nicholson mixed use development i.e. housing and commercial development.

Wards have identified land for 400 to 500 additional dwellings, but also say that the total for Iwade should be 2500/2700 dwellings.  Hillreeds submissions want additional land for 237 dwellings but have a new master plan which suggests moving the village centre towards Maidstone.

Other major Planning Applications 

Ballast Phoenix, the application to process Incinerator bottom ash was granted on 1st March 2006.  The development has a large number of conditions imposed which are designed to prevent dust escaping.

6c) A scheme for dust suppression to be submitted to the Waste Planning Authority

9)  Stock piles to be no more than 2m in height and 1metre below ‘A’ frames used to contain the stock 

19) All loaded, open backed vehicles entering or leaving the site to be sheeted.

There are also 20/30 pages of Pollution Prevention Guidelines supplied by the Environment Agency

Countryside recycling application for in vessel composting.  We did not raise any major objections to this application.  We have not heard whether the KCC has granted permission 

Tiptree Farm. Application for a Gypsy Site, no news since our objection was lodged. 

Raspberry Hill Farm. Appeal by Mr Shilling, no date received for Local Inquiry yet.

Swale Local Plan Inquiry.  The programme day published for the Kent Science Park hearing has been cancelled i.e. Wednesday 11.05.06.  I understand that LaSalle Investment want 6 ha of land allocated for expansion but cannot understand why they have been given more time to prepare their case.  IPC is objecting as it will take development away from Ridham/Kemsley.

AAP9 development at Iwade. Our submissions are programmed for 14th June and are a ‘combined hearing’, Hillreeds, Wards, Crest Nicholson, & Kent Wildlife Trust are taking part.  However the developers have been allocated other days. Michael Drury 3,30 pm 13th June, Crest 27th JUNE,

Wards 28th June, Hillreeds 11th July.  The IPC has objected to any additional development beyond the 400 dwellings proposed in the plan.  We have also asked for the land east of Woodpecker Drive to be designated as a conservation area now that its importance as great crested newt habitat has been established.

Rosemary Lansdowne, Planning Solicitor, engaged by the IPC to make our case at the Plan Inquiry made a site visit Friday 28th April; she arrived at 11.00am and left at 14.45pm. We viewed the proposed development sites and newt ponds.  Sarah was kind enough to provide lunch and we spent some time going over the maps and discussing details of the proposed developments. R.L. asked me to arrange for Jon Bramley, the great crested newt surveyor, to be present at the Inquiry; I have confirmed the date with him.
Village Centre. None of the business premises are occupied; however, I understand that most of the flats are now occupied.  Wards are appealing against the refusal of planning permission for a house next to the Centre in The Street

Iwade School.  The extension of the school for 2form entry is now completed
3.
Election of Officers and Declaration of Acceptance (Chairman, Vice Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer
Cllr Peter Wilks was elected for another term as Chairman of the Parish Council.  This was proposed by Cllr Phill Fearn and Seconded by Cllr Malcolm Hutchings

Cllr Philip Fearn was elected Vice Chairman of the Iwade Parish Council. This was proposed by Chairman Peter Wilks and Seconded by Cllr John White

Mrs Sarah George, Clerk to Iwade Parish Council was appointed as the Responsible Financial Officer.

Election of Representatives

Village Hall

No member of the Parish Council were able to give commitment and time to represent the Parish Council for the village hall
Kent Association of Parish Councils

It was agreed that Vice Chairman Phil Fearn and Cllr Brian Groves would act as representative

School Representative

The government have revised the method of nominating school governors.  The Parish Council no longer plays a part in the appointment of school governors.  
Planning Committee

It was agreed that Vice Chairman Phil Fearn, Cllr Brian Groves, Cllr Malcolm Hutchings and Cllr Derek White would act on the Parish Councils behalf regarding planning applications.

Parkland

It was agreed that Cllr Phil Hyde and the Parish Clerk will deal with issues regarding any green areas and parkland within the village.  This was proposed by Chairman Peter Wilks and seconded by Vice Chairman Phil Fearn

Minutes of Annual Parish Council Meeting 2004
Minutes of Meeting held on 10th May 2005 were re-circulated as a reminder and it was agreed by all present as correct and that there were no matters still outstanding arising from that meeting. 

Matters Arising

None

Adoption of Accounts for Year Ending 31st March 2006
Accounts for the above year, were signed by the Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer as a true record of the accounts relating to the above year.  The Internal Audit had been completed and a written statement had been received, Clerk to send the paperwork to the External Auditor (Audit Commission) to close accounts..

Dates of Meetings 2006/07
The Iwade Parish Council agreed to meet in the Iwade Village Hall at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of every month.

Meeting Closed 8.10pm
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