Iwade Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting

Held on Thursday 25th May 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr Peter Wilks

Parish Clerk



Cllr Phil Fearn

17 Parishioners






Cllr Lisa Older







Cllr Brian Groves






Mr Mick Drury of Ward Homes
Apologies



Cllr Phil Hyde


County Councilor Brenda Simpson



Borough Councilor Ben Stokes
2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of 12th April 2005 had been circulated, re read and were signed on 10th May 2005 by the Chairman  

3. Chairman's Annual Report 

This Meeting is a Parish meeting called as required by the Local Government Act 1972, the meeting is an opportunity for the residents of the village who are registered as electors to raise and discuss any subject affecting the village. Discussion and voting on any subject is restricted to electors, residents who are not registered as electors are welcome and if they have any specific subject to raise the Chairman will give them an opportunity after the close of the Parish Meeting.  The chairman reminded residents that any six electors can request a Parish Meeting at any time.  The Chairman ask if when speaking the residents must give their name and address when they speak.
The Parish Council held meetings on the second Tuesday of each Month during the past year. In June Cllr Linda Fisher resigned and in July 2005 Cllr Tricia Carr resigned, In August Councillors Sue Downing and Lisa Older were co-opted as members of the Council.  
The 2006 Register of Electors lists 855 properties an increase of 117 on 2004/5 and 1746 electors, an increase of 317 over 2005. The Parish Precept is £23,035, an increase of £2977 on 2005
Development:   Since redevelopment of the village commenced in 1998 c843 planning permissions have been granted the original village was 342 dwellings the approximate total now is 1185 dwellings
The draft Swale Plan and the Kent & Medway Structure Plan both propose a further allocation of Greenfield land for 400 dwellings we shall therefore be exceeding the original Plan figure of 1200 by about 5.8%, this is inclusive of Wards Phase7, 27 houses near the Church which do not have permission at this time..  The K&MSP goes to its final KCC meeting 25th May
We now have three major developers wanting to increase the housing allocation for Iwade.  Each has submitted objections to the Swale Borough Local Plan requesting additional Greenfield land be released for housing and in the case of Crest Nicholson mixed use development i.e. housing and commercial development.
Wards have identified land for 400 to 500 additional dwellings, but also say that the total for Iwade should be 2500/2700 dwellings i.e. c3,800 dwellings.  Hillreeds submissions to the Plan request additional land for 237 dwellings but have a new master plan which suggests moving the village centre towards Maidstone.

Other major Planning Applications 
Ballast Phoenix: the application to process Incinerator bottom ash was granted on 1st March 2006.  The development has a large number of conditions imposed which are designed to prevent dust escaping.
6c) A scheme for dust suppression to be submitted to the Waste Planning Authority

9)  Stock piles to be no more than 2m in height and 1metre below ‘A’ frames used to contain the stock 
19) All loaded, open backed vehicles entering or leaving the site to be sheeted.
There are also 20/30 pages of Pollution Prevention Guidelines requirements of the Environment Agency
Countryside Recycling, application for in vessel composting.  We did not raise any major objections to this application.  Permission has been granted.
Tiptree Farm. Application for a Gypsy Site, no news since our objection was lodged. 

Raspberry Hill Farm. Appeal by Mr Shilling, no date received for Local Inquiry yet.
Swale Local Plan Inquiry.  The programme day published for the Kent Science Park hearing has been cancelled i.e. Wednesday 11.05.06 and has been reinstated as 16th June.  I understand that LaSalle Investment want 6 ha of land allocated for expansion but cannot understand why they have been given more time to prepare their case.  IPC is objecting as it will take development away from Ridham/Kemsley.
AAP9 development at Iwade. Our submissions are programmed for 14th June and is a ‘combined hearing’, Hillreeds, Wards, Crest Nicholson, & Kent Wildlife Trust are taking part.  However the developers have been allocated other days. Michael Drury 3,30 pm 13th June, Crest 27th JUNE, Wards 28th June, Hillreeds 11th July.  The IPC has objected to any additional development beyond the 400 dwellings proposed in the plan.  We have also asked for the land east of Woodpecker Drive to be designated as a conservation area now that its importance as great crested newt habitat has been established.
Rosemary Lansdowne, a London based Planning Solicitor, engaged by the IPC to make our case at the Plan Inquiry made a site visit Friday 28th May, she arrived at 11.00am and left at 14.45pm. We viewed the proposed development sites and newt ponds.  Sarah was kind enough to provide lunch and we spent some time going over the maps and discussing details of the proposed developments. R.L. asked me to arrange for Jon Bramley, the great crested newt surveyor, to be present at the Inquiry, I have confirmed the date with him.
Village Centre. None of the business premises are occupied; however, I understand that most of the flats are now occupied.  Wards are appealing against the refusal of planning permission for a house next to the Centre in The Street
Iwade School.  The extension of the school for 2form entry is now completed.
4. Electors problems/ Suggestions

Q. Is the Parish Council taking the applications of further land around the village for development seriously?

A. Yes, the Parish Council have sent in objections to all the new proposals in the Draft Local Plan, and have also appointment a solicitor, Rosemary Landsdowne to act on their behalf in making sure that the views and objections are heard correctly.
Q. With the proposed new development around the village.  Is the village going to receive more planning gain under sections 106 agreements

A. At the present moment it was too early to start stipulating what planning gain the Parish Council would like for the village as it was only at the consultation period at the moment.  But the Parish Council were aware that the village needed more transport, extra playing fields, car parking etc and will be putting these forward when the time comes.

Q. Was aware that Hillreed wished to move the village centre.  Is this possible.

A. This application was just a proposal and was just one developer against another.  Nothing has been agreed by the Borough or County Council, it just an interpretation on the developers behalf.

Q
How many 106 agreements have not been complied with?  Does the Parish Council know what the latest situation is with them.

A
According to the records held at Swale Borough Council all money has been received for the various agreements.  Some agreements have been met such as the refurbishment of the village hall, the handing over of the village orchard by Woodpecker Drive etc.  County Councillor Brenda Simpson did look into the transport agreement and the money has been given to the transport companies for transport improvements, however it does not seem to solely benefit Iwade.

Q
Has the orchard by Woodpecker Drive been handed over to Swale Borough Council?
A
Yes, but only just recently.  Swale Borough Council now own and maintain this area.

Q
What is the intention of the Parish Council for the land behind Woodpecker Drive?
A.
It is not up to the Parish Council to decide what they want for the land behind Woodpecker Drive, but it will be down to the experts in this particular field, such as English Nature and the Borough/ County Council.  As you are aware the Great Crested Newt, Slow worm live in this area and as protected species arrangements will have to be made.  Just as the arrangements had to be made for the School.
Q
Does the Parish Council know who is responsible for grass cutting within Iwade?

A
Kent County Council Highways are responsible for the grass verges and cutting/ maintaining of them.  The Parish Clerk has had meetings and several months of correspondence with them about the lack of attention within the village.  The Clerk has been advised that some of the areas of Iwade are still listed down for Rural cuts and not urban and this at the present moment is being changed.

Q
With the growth of the village, the Parish Council will receive more money in the precept.  Why did the Parish Council feel that it had to be increased?

A
The Precept for the Parish Council was increased by 50p, this was part of inflation and the rising costs of maintenance and service charges the Parish Council had to deal with.  For example to replace a choke in a lighting column costs the Parish Council £50, to install a new lighting column and get electricity to it cost the Parish Council £3,500.  To repair the vandalised bus shelter cost the Parish Council £5,000

Q
How much will it cost the Parish for Rosemary Lansdowne to represent the Parish Council at the local inquiry?
A
The Parish Council were aware of the Local Enquiry and had budgeted £3,000 for her services.  She charges £750 a day for her services

Q
The residents of 40 School Lane, are just dumping furniture etc in their front garden and not removing it.  A Skip should be used for this type of rubbish.  What can the Parish Council do?
A
This has already been raised by residents of School Lane and the Parish Council have contacted Swale Borough Council Environment Department and they are currently dealing with it.  So no further action can be taken at the moment.
Q
The developers at Grovehurst Road are not cleaning their vehicles wheels and leaving lumps of mud on the road which is making that area very dangerous.  What can the Parish Council do?
A
When the application came in for that development, the Parish Council stated that wheel cleaning facilities had to be enforced.  However the Borough Council felt that the site was too small for this.  So the contract only has to use a road sweeper to sweep the mud.  The best option for residents is to phone Swale Borough Council Highways and report the mud on the road and they will delegate the job to the local council to enforce.

No more further questions were raised and the Chairman thanked the residents for coming and supporting the Parish meeting and the meeting closed 9.00pm
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