Iwade Parish Council

Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 9th August 2005 at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr Peter Wilks
Parish Clerk



Cllr Phil Fearn

Borough Councillor Ben Stokes



Cllr Phil Hyde

Borough Councillor Brenda Simpson


Cllr Brian Groves
Janet Gregory (Iwade KM Representative)


Cllr Derek White




Cllr Sue Dowling


Cllr Lisa Marie Older
Apologies



Cllr Malcolm Hutchings


Cllr John White

2. Confirmation of the Minutes

The following corrections to the minutes of the 12th July 2005:

4.5 should read East of Woodpecker Drive

5.2 second paragraph should read stored

Under Financial Report in the second paragraph should state Both Clerk and Cllr Ben Stokes.

The next Parish Council meeting should read Tuesday 9th August at 7.30pm

The minutes of the 12th July 2005 were signed as a true and accurate report by the chairman and were seconded by Vice Chair Phil Fearn.
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes

3.1 Co-option of New Parish Councillors

The vacancy of Parish Councillor to replace Cllr Trica Carr was advertised and one application was received.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that Lisa Marie Older would be co-opted as Parish Councillor.  This cooption was proposed by Vice Chairman Phil Fearn and seconded by Cllr Brian Groves.  

Mrs Older was present and signed acceptance form, she joined in all further discussion and decisions








Parish Clerk to action

3.2 Bus Shelter
Parish Clerk reported that bus shelter was covered by the Parish Insurance and application form and quote had been completed and sent to Allianz Cornhill.  Clerk awaiting the go ahead from the Insurance Company.  The Parish Council agreed that once Clerk received the all clear from the Insurance Company she was to contact the supplier straight away and arrange for the repairs to be done as there was a 6 – 8 week delivery time.







Parish Clerk to Action

3.3 White Road Lining in Iwade

Clerk received road layout of Iwade detailing areas of the village that were designated to have the white road markings refreshed.

After looking at the plan, it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Glenn Smith of Kent County Council Highways Department and advise him that the following areas also needed to be included:  Give Way road markings at the bottom of Woodpecker Drive, entrances at Sheerstone and the junction in The Street leading into Sandling Way.

Also the Clerk to request for yellow lines to be installed around the village centre.








Parish Clerk to action

3.4 Great Crested Newt and general herpitle scoping survey by Bramley Associates

Members were in receipt of the Bramley Associates Survey commissioned in April and agreed that it should be the basis of an objection to the Swale Borough Council Local Plan Re-deposit Draft 2005.  An objection to AAP9 housing East of Woodpecker Drive to be submitted and a request for a Local conservation Area in that area to protect breeding Pond C, the habitat of the Great Crested Newt. 

Fully protected species (include)

Great crested newt (Triturus cristatus)

Natterjack toad (Bufo calamita)

These species are protected under all elements of Section 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. They are also protected under parts 1 and 2 of Regulation 39 of the Habitats Regulations 1994 and the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. This legislation taken together prohibits the following on any of these species:

· Deliberately, intentionally or recklessly, injuring, killing and capturing

· Deliberately, intentionally or recklessly disturbing

· Deliberately, intentionally or recklessly taking or destroying eggs

· Deliberately, intentionally or recklessly destroying a breeding site or resting place or damaging or obstructing a resting place used for shelter or protection

· Keeping, transporting, selling or exchanging; offering for sale or advertising.

Consequently not only are the animals themselves protected, but so is their habitat, and activities that damage or impede the use of this habitat are prohibited.

Partially protected species

Protected under the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act against killing, injuring and sale etc only

· Viviparous lizard (Lacerta vivipara)

· Grass snake (Natrix natrix)

· Adder (Viper berus)

· Slow-worm (Anguis fragilis)

Protected under the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act against sale only

· Smooth newt (Triturus vulgaris)

· Palmate newt (Triturus helveticus)

· Common frog (Rana temporaria)
· Common toad (Bufo bufo)
This survey was undertaken under Great Crested Newt survey licence number 20050980
As part of the ongoing development of Iwade village and within the Swale Plan, an area of land (in two parcels) around All Saints Church is due to be allocated to Iwade Parish Council (IPC), for church use.

Concerns from IPC over the possible presence of great crested newts and other herptiles on this allocated land, which may restrict use and development, led to the commissioning of Bramley Associates to undertake a great crested newt and general herptile scoping survey of land around All Saints Church. 

The purpose of this survey was to ascertain the presence, or otherwise, of great crested newts and other herptiles in this area

In this current great crested newt and general herptile survey five standard survey techniques were employed: 

1. In situ refuge sites, such as log piles, were examined on the proposed allocated site and within the footprint area during visits. 

2. In addition, some twenty five roofing felt tiles and corrugated tins measuring 0.5 m2 were placed on the allocated site during early visits and examined on subsequent visits.

3. Aquatic plants within the pond on the allocated site were checked for newt eggs.

4. The pond on the allocated site and other water bodies in the wider footprint area were selectively netted.

5. The pond on the allocated site and other water bodies in the wider footprint area were torch surveyed.

It is standard practice to undertake multiple visits to a site in the search for great crested newts and other herptiles (Kent Reptile and Amphibian Group et al., 2003) as populations can be cryptic and may only appear during certain conditions. For this reason visits were carried out over a number of months, from April to June, in weather conditions that provided at least medium/good survey conditions. 

Field visits were undertaken on the 30th April, 12th, 22nd, 28th May, 3rd (two visits), 4th and 17th June 2005.

In addition to the field survey a desktop survey was undertaken to find any historical records of great crested newts and other herptiles on the allocated site and surrounding footprint area.

Cllr Brian Groves, Cllr John White and Mrs Sarah George, Clerk to the Parish Council, Cllr Lisa Maire Older all declared a personal interest in this proposal as their properties either backed onto this area or their property might benefit if this area becoming a area of natural interest.  Cllr Susan Dowling also declared an interest as she has family living in Woodpecker Drive..

The Councillors agreed that the proposed letter drafted by the Chairman could be used as the objection to the Swale Borough Local Plan.
4. Business of the Council

4.1 Footbridge by Mansfield Drive/ Coleshall Cottages

Parish Council received a letter from a resident advising the Parish Council residents were using the footbridge to cross the Iwade Stream from Coleshall Cottage to Mansfield Drive and that it was not suitable for elderly, disabled and mothers with prams.

Members inspected the local footpath map and noted that footpath ZR92 went from Coleshall Cottage to Coleshall Farm and did not cross the stream at this point
The footbridge in question is the maintenance platform for the river erected by Hillreed Homes when they built the weir and trash barrier under recent legislation the Environment Agency is now responsible for the maintenance of the Stream.  Clerk to write to Environment Agency advising them of the use of the platform and request that the area be secured.  Clerk also to write to resident advising them of the action being taken.









Parish Clerk to action

4.2 Recycling Match Funding Request
Clerk received confirmation that Subsidiarity Grant for 2004 could be used to help match fund this project.  Clerk to write to Ann Ryman advising her that the match funding would be coming out of the Subsidiarity Fund.







Parish Clerk to action

4.3 Kick Walls
Iwade Herons asked if the Parish Council pay half of the costs of removing the Kick Walls from the recreation Ground.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would arrange for another meeting with the Chairman of Iwade Herons to see if removing only one of the Kick Walls would be sufficient for their needs.








Parish Clerk to action

4.4 Problems with car parking in the Street and bus lane
Residents have complained to the Parish Council about the vehicles that have been parked opposite and in the bus lay by.  Residents have stated that the cycle path has been blocked and that the bus can not use the layby due to the parked vehicles and hence having to stop in the main road to pick up and drop off residents.
Residents informed the Parish Council that the vehicles were obstructing the road and were causing a safety hazard.

Parish Council advised the residents that they would speak to Swale Borough Council to see if this problem could be resolved.








Parish Clerk to action

5. Correspondence/ Notices

5.1
Clerks Progress Report

Clerk advised the Council that she had a call from Arriva head office and will not be providing additional services for the village using this route in Grovehurst Road and there is not a forecast need.  Proposed Bus stop is for commuters use only
Parish Council asked the Clerk to write to Arriva and advise them of the poor service the residents of Iwade were experiencing from the bus service and that money had been put into public transport from the developers to improve this service.  Cllr Brenda Simpson also to look into where the money from the developers was actually being spent under the section 106 agreements.  Residents felt that the bus service was worse now then before the development of Iwade took place.








Parish Clerk to action

Clerk has informed Swale Borough Council about the missing 30mph sign and end of cycle route by Pinks Corner.  Now on order.
The Clerk reported that she had been chasing Ward Homes about the light in Woodpecker Drive outside number 11.  Still no response.  Trying to arrange a site meeting.

5.2
Voluntary Infrastructure  Consortium Kent
Parish Councillors confirmed that they had received the paperwork.

5.3 Sittingbourne Area Forum

Councillors confirmed that they had received a copy of the minutes

6. Planning

SW/05/0959 JRW
Case 00210

Proposed factory warehouse extension at Knauf Drywall Ridham Dock

No Objection

SW/05/0964 RB
Case 21229
proposed two storey rear extension at 11 Monins Road, Iwade

No Objection

SW/05/0995 JRW
Case 05030
3 bedroom house with parking space land adjoining 7 the Street, Iwade

Objection due to residents vehicle having to reverse onto The Street, causing traffic flow problems and safety issues.

SW/05/0983 AJJ
Case 20692
Diversification of farm land to outdoor recreation area activities to include paintball, quad biking, clay shooting and team building at Wormdale Farm, Wormdale Hill, Newington

No Objection

SW/05/0925 JRW
Case 14820 03688
Temporary vehicular access to Sheppey way at Stickfast Farm, Howt Green, Bobbing, Sittingbourne, Kent

No Objection

SW/05/0921
Case 21466
Conservatory (retrospective) 9 Turnstone Close, Iwade

No Objection

SW/05/0916 RB
Case 19678
Block pave driveway and side area at 2 Turnstone Close, Iwade, Sittingbourne, Kent

No Objection
7 Financial

The following cheques were raised

	Kent County Council
	Maintenance Invoice 
	£665.09

	Sarah George
	Clerks Wages
	£531.54

	Graham Chambers
	Handyman
	£180.00

	G E Capital
	Photocopier hire
	£280.80

	Office Technical Solutions
	Printing costs
	£20.97


Chairman Peter Wilks proposed that the above cheques to be signed and Vice Chairman Phil Fearn seconded the motion.
Financial Report

Audit form has been returned from the Audit Commission requesting additional information of which the Internal Auditor provided.  Clerk and Chairman to sign the alterations and the form.
Meeting closed 9.40pm

Next Parish Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 13th September at 7.30pm in the village hall
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