Iwade Parish Council

Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 12th July 2005 at 7.30pm
Present:
Cllr Peter Wilks

Parish Clerk



Cllr Phil Fearn





Cllr Brian Groves




Cllr Derek White




Cllr John White



Cllr Malcolm Hutchings

Apologies



Cllr Phil Hyde


Borough Councillor Ben Stokes



Borough Councillor Brenda Simpson
2. Confirmation of the Minutes

The minutes of the 14th June2005 were signed as a true and accurate report by the chairman and were seconded by Vice Chair Phil Fearn.
Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Thursday 16th June 2005 were signed as a true and accurate report by the Chairman of the Planning Committee, Cllr Phil Fearn and were seconded by Cllr Malcolm Hutchings

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes

3.1 Bus Shelter
Parish Clerk reported that bus shelter was covered by the Parish Insurance and application form had been completed and sent to Allianze Cornhill.  Clerk waiting for original quote from Cllr Phil Hyde to send to Insurance Company so that the application can be processed.







Parish Clerk to Action

3.2 Recycling Match Funding Request
The money for the extension of the Seaside Recycling Scheme into Iwade was finally granted, however match funding is required and the seaside scheme will not release the money until they have proof they have secured it.  Anne Ryman has approached the Parish Council to see if they can contribute £1,437 towards this scheme.  The Parish Council has the statutory power to contribute to this scheme under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.
Parish Clerk advised the Parish Council that the subsidiarity grant for 2004 was not used due to Highways deciding to use their own budget.  Clerk to contact Laurence Young to see if 2004 subsidiarity allocation could be used for this project.

This was proposed by Cllr Peter Wilks and seconded by Cllr Phil Fearn.








Parish Clerk to action

3.3 Appointment of Councillor

The vacancy of Parish Councillor to replace Cllr Lynda Fisher was advertised and one application was received.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that Susan Dowling would be co-opted as Parish Councillor.  This cooption was proposed by Cllr Brian Groves and seconded by Vice Chairman Phil Fearn.  

Clerk to notify Mrs Dowling of the decision and to forward her all the relevant paperwork.








Parish Clerk to action

3.4 Survey by Ward Homes for Village Centre

At the last Parish Council meeting it was agreed that the Chairman would do a report to the Planning Committee of the Borough Council objecting to the application of extending the opening hours of the mini market.
Chairman and Vice Chairman attended a meeting at Swale House to discuss the mini market application, present were Tesco and Ward Homes representatives.  Tesco representatives were very non committal about opening hours.  Planning Committee meeting has been deferred to September.







Chairman to action

4. Business of Council
4.1 Resignation of Parish Councillor
The Parish Council were advised in writing that Cllr Trica Carr was resigning from her post as Parish Councillor due to other commitments.

Clerk to advertise the vacancy and the Chairman reported that he had sent a letter of thanks to Cllr Carr for her time and commitment.








Chairman to action
4.2 Foul Sewer between School Lane and Grovehurst Road by Southern Water
The Chairman was contacted by telephone by Mr Jeremy Sinclair who advised the Parish Council that his company were consultants working on behalf of Southern Water.  Later in the year (autumn) they were enlarging the Foul Sewer between School Lane and Grovehurst Road.  

A second sewer connection in Grovehurst Road will connect the new phase 5 development to the mains.  It was the Chairman’s understanding that the new sewer pipe would be in the direction of the dual carriageway A249

4.3 Nomination of County Lengthsman Scheme Coordinator

The Parish Clerk was nominated for this duty and would advise Glen Smith of Kent County Council Highways Department.








Parish Clerk to action
4.4 Parish Tree in Village Hall grounds

Parish Tree has been planted to replace the old tree stump which has been removed under the statutory order of the Public Health Act 1875 section 164.

Clerk to contact Rev David Webb, when he comes back from holiday to do a blessing service








Parish Clerk to action

4.5 Swale Borough Local Plan First Review

The Chairman reported that he had contacted Mr Jon Bramley to ask when the survey of great crested newts, commissioned by the Iwade Parish Council would be available.  Jon Bramley expected to complete his report before end of July.
Jon Bramley confirmed that the pond and derelict orchard land each of Woodpecker Drive was a hot spot for Great Crested Newts and other reptiles.

The Swale Borough Council Local Plan Re-deposit Draft 2005 designates this area for housing in Area Action Plan Number 9.

The Chairman proposed that the area should be designated as a Local conservation Area and that he had spoken to Ken Wildlife Trust to ask if they would support an Local Conservation Area.

Before voting for this resolution could begin.  Cllr Brian Groves, Cllr John White and Mrs Sarah George, Clerk to the Parish Council all declared a personal interest in this proposal as their properties either backed onto this area or their property might benefit in this area becoming a area of natural interest.
Vice Chairman Phil Fearn seconded this proposal.

Chairman advised the Parish Council that the deadline for the Parish Council to object to the Swale Local Plan in regard to housing on this site area was 15th August 2005.  It was agreed that the Chairman would enter an objection to the Swale Borough Council Local Plan in respect to Area Action Plan number 9.







Chairman to action

5. Correspondence/ Notices

5.1 Village Hall Requisition for Information
The Parish Council were advised that Vice Chairman Phil and the Parish Clerk were approached by Mrs Sharon Honey, Technical Officer of Environmental Protection Team who advise them that this department had been investigating complaints of nuisance from functions held in Iwade Village Hall.

In order to progress this matter further she was hoping to discuss the matter with those who were responsible for the running of the hall, however so far she had been unable to establish who was responsible for the Management of Village Hall.

Due to this she had written to the Parish Clerk and Vice Chairman under the Notice of section 16 of the local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, which required them to provide information concerning the management and ownership of the Village Hall.  This notice placed responsibility on the Parish Clerk and Vice Chairman to complete and send in all the required details, failure to do so would involve a £5,000 fine on each individual.  Cllr Phil Fearn when speaking to Environmental Services explaining that the Parish Council was not involved in the running of the village hall was advised that to date no response was being received by the village hall committee and this was the only avenue currently available.
It was agreed that the Parish Clerk when attending the next Village Hall Committee Meeting would raise this issue with the Chairman and Secretary of the Village Hall and suggest that a strict code of ethics about discos and weddings be discussed.

Next Village Hall Meeting to be held on 7th September 2005









Parish Clerk to action

5.2 Open air gypsum store and associated work at Knauf Drywall Ridham Dock (SW/05/0660 JRW Case 00210)
Chairman wrote a letter to Swale Borough Council Planning Department strongly objections to this application.  The issues raised were that on a number of occasion when there has been an easterly wind a dusting of white powder had descended on Iwade, this had been particularly noticeable on residents cars and windows of their homes.

It was the opinion of the Iwade Parish Council that Gypsum should not be stroed in the open at this will inevitably become wind blown and a hazard to the health of residents of Sittingbourne and to the wildlife know to be present in the Swale RAMSAR site

6. Planning

No planning applications had been received for this meeting.
7 Financial

The following cheques were raised

	Peter Wilks
	Chairman Expenses
	£97.49

	Swale Borough Council
	Installation of Dog bins
	£936.05

	Henwood
	Removal of Graffiti
	£217.38

	
	
	£60.38

	Mrs Sarah George
	Clerks Wages and Sundries for June
	£725.20

	Graham Chambers
	Handyman fee for May
	£189.40

	Office Technical Solutions
	Printing Costs for 7.6.05 to 04.07.05
	£15.47

	D George
	Computer disk for Swale Local Borough Plan copies
	£6.94

	Phil Fearn
	Cllr Expenses
	£8.50










TOTAL
£2,256.81

Financial Report

Clerk’s salary for this month was made up of purchase of flowers for the Church Flower Festival, purchase and payment of replacement tree in village hall, stationary.

Both Clerk any Cllr Ben Stokes have spoken to Swale Borough Council about the graffiti removal and pooh bins.  Both were advised that due to the Graffiti not being on Swale Borough Council property it was down the Parish Council to remove it and the dog pooh bins were requested by the Parish Council as additional bins and again it was the responsibility of the Parish Council to pay

Meeting closed 9.40pm

Next Parish Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 9th July at 7.30pm in the village hall
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