Iwade Parish Council

Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 14th June 2005
Present:
Cllr Peter Wilks

Parish Clerk



Cllr Phil Fearn


2 Parishioners


Cllr Brian Groves

Cllr Ben Stokes


Cllr Derek White

1 member of the public


Cllr John White



Cllr Malcolm Hutchings



Cllr Phil Hyde


Cllr Tricia Carr

Apologies



Cllr Lynda Fisher


2. Confirmation of the Minutes

The following amendments were made to the minutes of the 10th May 2005 for the Annual Parish Council meeting:

Election of Representatives: Kent Association of Parish Councils should read Swale Association of Parish Councils

The minutes of the 10th May 2005 for the Annual Parish Council Meeting were signed as a true and accurate record

The minutes of the 10th May 2005 for the Monthly Parish Council Meeting had amendments made to as follows:

3.1 third paragraph should read 104.60 tons of paper, 54.580 tons of glass

4.1 Bus Shelter

Cllr Phil Hyde wanted it to be recorded that the cost of £1,200 was only to replace a couple of polycarbonate windows not to make the bus shelter good.  To make good would cost £3,370.05
The minutes of the 10th May 2005 for the Monthly Parish Council meeting were signed as a true and accurate record.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes

3.1 Bus Shelter
Cllr Phil Hyde had contacted the bus shelter supplier and had been informed that there had been a slight increase in the anti graffiti prices as their supplier had raised their prices, therefore the total cost for the repairs of the bus shelter situated by Woodpecker Drive would be as follows:

7 No 924mm x 1010mm Anti Graffiti Coated Polycarbonate @ £1,778.84

1 No 924mm x 1010mm Powder coated solid metal panel @ £186.00

4 No 1065mm x 1010mm Anti Graffiti Coated Polycarbonate @ £1,016.48

2 No solid Metal Powder Coated Gable Ends @ £181.92

1 No Bottle of Graffiti Remover @ 10.74

1 No Showcase Timetable Case (Overall 655mm x 1040mm, Viewable Area 630mm x 1015mm) Powder coated and Glazed with Anti Graffiti Coated Polycarbonate, Supplied with Security Fixings Top and Bottom@ £196.07

Total Repairs @ £3,370.05

Terms of Delivery is 8 to 10 weeks from return of completed, signed and dated information sheet, which will be issued upon receipt of the official order.

Cllr Phil Hyde  proposed that the repair of the bus shelter should go ahead and this was seconded by Cllr Derek White, but the Parish Councillors felt that the Clerk should contact Ward Homes to make sure that in accordance to the section 106 agreement dated 24th January 2005 that the money used by the Parish Council could be reclaimed as part of the maintenance sum as stated in this 106 agreement.  Also to see if the Parish Council could claim for the repair on the Parish Insurance.








Parish Clerk to Action

3.2 Proposed Bus Shelter in Grovehurst Road

Cllr Brian Groves asked the Clerk if she could write to Arriva and Ward Homes to see if the proposed bus stop was going to be in use as at the present moment only the commuter/ school bus uses that particular route.  Also if Arriva would consider providing an additional service using this route as 129 houses were currently being developed.








Parish Clerk to action

3.3 Resignation of Councillor

The Parish Council were advised in writing that Cllr Lynda Fisher was resigning from her post as Parish Councillor due to family and other commitments.
Clerk to advertise the vacancy and to send a thank you letter to Cllr Fisher for her time and commitment.









Parish Clerk to action

3.4 Survey by Ward Homes for Village Centre

All Councillors received a copy of the Ward Homes Shop Survey by Margaret Melrose and Rob Bell survey for opening hours for the mini market which was to be situated in the village centre.
Parish Councillors felt that this survey was very unprofessional and that the statistics could be presented in any ways and the documents was not neutral but biased towards Wards Homes and their development.

The survey criticised that 50 residents only turned up to the Parish meeting and this was not a true representation of what the village wanted.  The Wards survey covered houses within Iwade with 244 completed surveys
The Parish Council was advised that local residents were conducting their own survey and was sending out a questionnaire to all the residents within Iwade by using the Village Newsletter after reviewing a copy of the Ward Homes survey.  The resident was included an experienced Market Research Manager and a member of the General Insurance Market Research Association and an Affiliate Member of the Market Research Society.

The resident asked the Parish Council to consider the following points of the Wards Homes survey:

· Table 3 – The results actually support the original opening hours till 9.30.  The report asserts that 85 out of 241 households want opening hours past 9.30.  The report omits the fact that this means the majority, 156 households – equivalent to 65% of respondents – do not want the store open past 9.30.

· Table 4 – 67% of those who requested longer hours work a longer than average day.  This equates to 57 households – 24% of those polled.  There are no findings on weather there are other members of these households who are able to shop, or whether those who work longer hours are able to shop at lunchtimes or after work, or on the way home

· Table 5 – The wording is a little misleading. 57.3% is “a majority of respondents” rather than just “some respondents”

· Page 9.  The statement “Why would Iwade inherit major problems when Asda (Milton Regis) and Somerfields (Bobbing) are open 24hours?” is misleading.  Neither is a village centre or residential area and is therefore not comparable.  Examples of problems in other village with late night hours ARE directly relevant.  Even Tesco on Chalkwell Road – residential area within walking distance of the town centre experienced problems and requires security 
· Page 9.  The statement “No one knows who these residents are yet, the flats have not yet been completed nor even offered for.  It could be that the owners of the flats could be proprietors of the shops”.  The first sentence is immaterial because they will be completed, offered and occupied,  Regard the second sentence – there will be 15 apartments so compared to the number of shop units it is reasonable to assume that these will NOT all be occupied by proprietors.  Therefore the rights of future residents need to be safeguarded

It was agreed that the Chairman would do a report and write to the planning committee about the concerns of this application.  It was agreed that the Parish Council were in favour of the village centre and did not want to be seem as 100% negative, but concerns over the lateness of the hours were the only issues the Parish Councillors had with this application, if realistic times had been presented the Parish Council would not have objected.








Chairman to action

4. Business of Council
4.1 Parish Grant Scheme for 2005/06
Parish Council were advised that the sum for 2005/06 is £5,600.

Swale Borough Council advised the Parish Council that the distribution of Parish Grant had been reviewed and discussed at the 11th May SBC Executive Committee.  The committee had agreed that distribution of funds should continue according to the existing population and highway formula.  On this basis fresh funding allocated to Iwade for 2005/06 is £5,600.

Parish Clerk to write to Swale Borough Council advising them that the census for 2001 did not represent the current village population and due to this Iwade residents were being severely disadvantaged. 

In order to earmark the funding it was agreed that the clerk would advised the Subsidiarity Officer that this funding would be considered for Interactive Speed Signs through the village, renewal of Parish lighting and the erection of wooden posts along school lane and corner of The Street to stop cars parking on the kerb once the village centre was opened.








Parish Clerk to action
4.2 Relocation of Kick Walls

Iwade Herons contacted the Parish Council and requested if there was a possibility to relocate the kick walls in the recreation ground.  Due to the fast growing success of the football club another football pitch was required.  Although the  pitch will fit in between the two kick wall post, the football association insits that there must be a perimeter width around the pitch and the Kick walls hinder this width.

The proposed sites are to be put at either far corners of the recreation ground so that they can still be used for goal practise, which they are currently being used for at the moment.

Chairman Peter Wilks and Vice Chairman Phil Fearn to meet with the Chairman of the Iwade Herons to discuss this proposal.

Clerk to contact Wicksteed Leisure to find out how much it would cost to move and reinstall the kick walls.








Parish Clerk to action
5. Correspondence/ Notices

5.1 Clerks Progress report

Graffiti had been removed from the Wall on the corner of School Lane.  Clerk had contacted Swale Borough Council who put her in touch with Henwoods.  Cost of graffiti removal £217.38

Memorial Tree for Bill Reeder has been ordered 
Clerk and Cllr Ben Stokes have chased Swale Borough Council for the White lining for the road markings throughout the village and the footpath in front of Auto Tyres.

5.2 Kent Wildlife Trust

All Councillors received a copy of the thank you for the £100.00 donation to the Kent Wildlife Trust

6. Planning

A separate planning meeting to be held on Thursday 23rd June, due to Cllr Phil Fearn being on annual leave.

7 Financial

The following cheques were raised

	Phil Fearn
	Parish Telephone call bill
	£17.21

	Swale Borough Council
	Installation of Dog bins
	£936.05

	Henwood
	Removal of Graffiti
	£217.38

	Seeboard Energy
	o/s 83/50 Springvale to supply and fit choke to street light
	£60.38

	Mrs Sarah George
	Clerks Wages and Sundries
	£564.43

	Graham Chambers
	Handyman fee for May
	£180.00

	Office Technical Solutions
	Printing Costs
	£27.87

	
	
	

	Kent Association of Parish Councils
	3 day Training for Parish Clerk
	£60.00










TOTAL
£2,063.32
Financial Report

It was agreed to hold back the two cheques for Henwood (Graffiti Removal) and Swale Borough Council for Dog bins as it was felt that the Borough Council should pay for these not the Parish Council as if this happened in Sittingbourne the Borough Council would pay.  Cllr Ben Stokes to investigate and advise Parish Clerk of outcome.

The 3 days clerk training course covers roles and responsibility, law and procedures, planning and finance.   This is part of the training for the Certificate in Local Council Administration

Meeting closed 9.40pm

Next Parish Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 12th July at 7.30pm in the village hall
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