Iwade Parish Council

Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 14th NOvember 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:
Chairman Peter Wilks





Cllr Brian Groves

Mrs Sarah George, Parish Clerk
Cllr John White

2 Parishioners
Cllr Derek White

 

Vice Chairman Phil Fearn


Cllr John White

Cllr Phil Hyde

Cllr Malcolm Hutchings

Apologies:

Cllr Lisa Older (work)
Cllr Sue Dowling (work)

County Councillor Roger Truelove (work)



County Council Brenda Simpson (work)



Borough Councillor Ben Stokes (work)




Cllr Gerry Cox, Community Warden (work)

2. Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting of 10th October 2006 were signed as a true and accurate report.  This was seconded by Cllr Brian Groves

3. Matters Arising from the minutes

3.1
Recycling Scheme
The scheme will no longer continue after 13th December 2006 due to no further funding being available and Defra will not renew the contract.
Swale Borough Council recycling collection will start in May 2007.  The new refuse collection company is Vertdant which is based in Sevenoaks
3.2
Chairmans Update
Local Plan Inquiry

Wards Homes have another appearance on 29th November, you will recall that the PC entered  three statements.  The Chairman will attend and take notes, The Swale Local Plan department advised that Wards have not yet entered any new paperwork.  Rosemary Lansdowne’s final account is included in the Financial Section.  Her accounts : May  £427.11 (VAT £63.61), June  £760.77 (VAT £113.31), 

September  £903.34  (VAT approx £135), Total  £2091.22  VAT  £311.92,  NET Cost  £1779.30.  Our budget for legal fees was £3,000.  Jon Bramley our ecological adviser gave evidence at the Inquiry but refused to make a charge.

Great Crested Newts
The Landowners have now ploughed all the fields east of the Church , including the small field which is proposed as a  Parish Council Graveyard, they have left a 2 to 3m wildlife strip around the boundary (as far as can be seen from the roads).  A copy of our Inquiry Statement has been sent to the Kent Wildlife Trust and asked whether the ploughing was illegal.  Members have a copy of the response from Richard Moyse.  There have been a couple of reports of newts on resident’s driveways and one in a swimming pool, one newt was killed accidentally, Lisa collected the body and the newt was identified as a smooth newt by Jon Bramley.

Land at Kingsferry Bridge
The Chairman has been trying to establish the ownership of a strip of land adjacent to the KSF Bridge, this has been used by CARILLION Contractors as a work area and is now fenced and gated.  The area gives access to the concrete slipway used by the Emergency Services and Ski Club floating pontoon jetty.

It is understood that key of the gate will be given to the Ski Club.  There are several caravans parked nearby on what appears to be highway land, the KCC Highways Engineer advice that the access road is owned by Ridham Dock.   
3.3
Road Traffic Survey

Clerk written to Swale Borough Council and Kent County Council and advised the Parish Council that Mike Knowles of Swale Borough Council advised that Kent Highway Services had funding available for improvement works in the Iwade area.

It was therefore advised that the Parish Council were to contact Michael Sammut of Kent Highway Services to arrange a traffic parking survey in the Iwade Area

The Parish Council was also advised that vehicles were parking on the pavement in The Street and blocking the pathway just passed the village centre.  Residents had to go into the road to by pass the vehicles.  Clerk was advised to chase for the new bollards which were ordered for this area and also for the Community Warden to speak to the offending residents advising them of the situation and possible penalties they could incur.










Parish Clerk to action

Cllr Hyde drew attention to the lack of signs on the slip road exit from the A249 dual carriageway to the B2005, Sittingbourne to Iwade Road, pointing out that there had been a number of collisions at the roundabout through excessive speed of vehicles leaving the dual carriageway.  The Clerk to write to Kent Highway Services, the Local Borough Councilors and Carillion, the road contractors, to get the signage at the top of the slip road reinstated and additional signs to slow the vehicles









Parish Clerk to action

4. 
Business of the Council
4.1
School Lane Recreation Ground
Clerk advised that the work on the wetpour in the recreation ground was now completed.
4.2
Handyman

Clerk due to go with handyman to look at reconditioned lawn mowers week commencing 10th November 2006









Parish Clerk to action
4.3
Sewage Leak at the bottom of School Lane junction.
It was brought to the attention of the Parish Council that on several occasions this year, raw sewage has leaked from the pipes at the bottom of School Lane.  In August 2006, a 2ft geezer erupted at the junction and raw sewage drained into the village stream.
During the week of 23rd October, sewage was seen bubbling through the tarmac and the Water Board emptied the sewage tank which is situated underneath the road with tankers.

The latest incident was during week commencing 6th November, when tankers were seen emptying the sewage pit again.

Clerk to write to the Environment Agency at West Malling and advise them that a number of agencies had been out to try and fix the problem, but the problem keeps happening.  Parish Councils concerns are that more housing is due to be built around Iwade and the current sewage system is not able to cope.  The Parish Council wants them to look into this problem, the Iwade Parish Council has been advised by contractors repairing the leak that the wrong size sewage pipe had been installed and it was not big enough to take the flow of waste.  

Previous contractors had reported that the wrong size sewage pipe had been installed and it was not big enough to take the flow of waste.










Parish Clerk to action.

5.
Correspondence /. Notices

5.1
Parish Clerks Report

· Meeting with Wicksteed regarding playground vandalism

· Have notified Church that Parish Council will be doing a flower display at the bi annual flower festival

· Still have to purchase lawn mower
6.
Planning

Cullnells Farm – residents have complained about the increase of traffic in School Lane since Cullnells Farm has started to advertise as an industrial unit site.  Clerk to write to Swale Planning to check if they have planning permission for this.









Parish Clerk to action

Clerk to write to Peter Hinksman of Swale Borough Council about the chicken farm on Bassers Hill which now has turned into a Farm shop and small garden centre.  The original temporary permission was for an egg farm.










Parish Clerk to action

SW/05/1203/R20
Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Landscape Planting and Maintenance Scheme) of planning permission SW/05/1203 (IBA Recycling) at Ridham Dock Industrial Complex, Iwade

No objection

SW/06/0617 RB
Case 00210
Open air gypsum store (conveyor, bridge and access road approved – Ref Sw/04/1459 JRW Case 00210 at Knauf Drywall, Ridham Dock

The Parish Council objected to this planning application due to the gypsym fallout the village was currently receiving and felt that until environmental issues were investigated by Swale Borough Council that any future planning application of this nature would be met with a negative response

SW/06/1208SER
Case 20188
Retrospective applications for alterations to front elevation at 31 School Lane, Iwade

No Objection

7.
Finance
The following cheques were raised

	Sarah George
	Clerk fee, October
	Clerks Wages £479.88.

	Peter Wilks
	Chairman Allowance
	£20.00

	Graham Chambers 
	Handyman fees for October
	£120.00

	Audit Commission
	Account 06/07
	£141.00

	Phil Fearn
	Councillor Expenses
	£6.60

	Office Technical Services
	Photocopier printing
	£30.54


The cheques were seconded by Cllr Phil Hyde and Cllr Brian Groves.  All Councilors present were in agreement.
Clerk distributed Previous Year End Comparison and financial statement to date of the Parish Council Finances so that the Parish Council may consider and prepare for the Precept discussion which will take place at the January 2007 Parish Council meeting

Meeting closed 8.50pm
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th December 2006 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
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