Iwade Parish Council

Monthly Parish Council Meeting

Held on Tuesday 12th September 2006 at 7.30pm
Present:
Chairman Peter Wilks

Gerry Cox – Community Warden



Cllr Brian Groves

Mrs Sarah George, Parish Clerk
Cllr Malcolm Hutchings
Janet Gregory – KM Representative
Cllr Derek White

Borough Councillor Ben Stokes 

Vice Chairman Phil Fearn
24 Parishioners
Cllr Sue Dowling 

Mick Drury – Ward Homes
Cllr Phil Hyde
Cllr John White

Apologies:

Cllr Lisa Older (work)
Malcolm Hutchings (Annual Leave)

County Councillor Roger Truelove (work)



County Council Brenda Simpson (work)
2. Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes of the Monthly Parish Council meeting of 8th August were signed as a true and accurate report.  This was seconded by Cllr Brian Groves

The Parish Council meeting was closed to allow Ward Homes to make a presentation to the Parish Council and the residents of Iwade in regard to the development of phase 7 (Land North of the Church)

Mr Drury thanked the Parish Council for this opportunity to advise the residents of Iwade the current situation with this planning application.  Mr Drury advised the Parish Council and the meeting that the following changes had been proposed to the existing planning application and would be submitted to Swale Borough Council planning department for consideration at the end of September 2006.

The house types had been changed to make the development more sympathetic to the location and the size of the development would be 27 dwellings.

A new surface water pond was proposed

The barn would be put in a good state of repair with full services provided in it, eg telephone line, water, gas and electricity

Cllr Phil Hyde raised concerns about ownership of the land and who would be responsible to maintaining it.

Mr Drury advised the Parish Council that after discussion with Swale Borough Council it was his belief that the land would be given to the Parish Council.  However with the new pond that was due to be established, land around the existing pond would be left for their habitat.

Concerns about the parking problems within the village were raised.  Mr Drury advised the Parish Council and residents that as developers their hands were tied as the parking regulations per property were stipulated by Local Government, however each property in this new development had a parking space and some even had garages, the type of garages Wards proposed t used were Barn style garages (garages with no sides) so they could not be used as additional rooms, but space for vehicles.
Robert Philips from Sandlering Way raised concerns that it was another Greenfield site in Iwade that was being developed on.

Both the Chairman and Mr Drury advised the residents of Iwade that this development had already been agreed in the last Swale Borough Plan and this land had already been allocated to be built on and this was not able to be changed

N Cooper of Sanderling Way raised concerns about mud on the road and what procedure were Wards going to put in place to minimise this problem.

Mr Drury advised the Parish Council that building trade vehicles using the site would be told to use the Sheppey Way out of the village the mud would be transported out of the village towards the Sheppey Way exit.  This hopefully would minimise the disruption.

Presentation Closed 8.30pm
3. Matters Arising from the minutes

3.1
Village Hall
Clerk obtained quotes for planting of boarder shrubs within the village hall perimeter.
Cllr Phil Hyde proposed that the Parish Council to purchase the shrubs and plant them, to save cost to the residents of Iwade, and offered to arrange for a working committee to do this.
This was seconded by Cllr Derek White.  All present were in agreement









Cllr Phil Hyde to action

3.2
Wheelie Bins
Borough Councilor Ben Stokes reported to the Parish Council that the new refuse/ recycling proposal were going to Environment and Substanability panel with 4 options.  Swale Borough Council were in favor of option 3 which was for residents to have 3 bins – blue for recycling, green for household waste and brown for garden.  Brown bin was optional for residents.
This would not only affect Iwade but the whole of the Swale area

3.3
Local Plan Update

Local Plan Enquiry for Iwade was to be held on 26th September 2006 at 10am.  Rosemary Landsdown will be representing Iwade Parish Council regarding AAP9.
Chairman to report back in Octobers meeting on outcome.









Chairman Peter Wilks to action
4. 
Business of the Council
4.1
School Lane Recreation Ground
Clerk still chasing Wicksteed for the new wet pour for the roundabout and climbing frame.

4.2
Police Report
Cllr Phil Fearn and Chairman Peter Wilks went to a meeting held by the Police and Neighbourhood Watch on 10th August 2006.  The following points were raised:

There has been talk of certain police regions merging, such as Swale to merge with Sussex police, which Swale police were not keen with, fortunately for them this will now not go ahead, but as from 1~ April 2006 Swale & Maidstone forces have merged.

The amount of constables that Kent normally have, are down by 385 but plan to increase Police Community Support Officers. 273 PCSO’s are to be recruited. By December 2006 there will be 278, by April 2007 382. (Kent area) By 2007 Gordon Brown would like 16,000 & by 2008 24,000 England & Wales. Apparently PCSO’s have 68 powers at their disposal. They also plan to use existing staff for front line duties.

Anna Travers is our contact name for neighborhood policing. In the process of setting up number & e mail address so that residents can report incidents & to give as much information as possible. All phone calls will be logged and the stats will be looked at every 2 weeks so that Police can establish problem areas, so still very important for residents to phone. Neighborhood Police task force will have mobile data available in patrol cars & they will be able to inform HQ of problem areas, & other officers will also have this info to hand.

Burglaries down & anti social behavior up.

Borough Councilor Ben Stokes requested that it be minuted that he wished to thank Vice Chairman Phil Fearn for his contribution in the Police meeting with Mark Chambers

4.3
KAPC Update
It was brought to the attention of the Parish Council that the agenda was only being sent out and not the minutes of the KAPC meetings.  The clerk advised the Parish Council that she was only receiving the agenda for the next meeting and would request copies of the minutes.








Parish Clerk to action

Cllr Phil Fearn advised the Parish Council that at the meeting they had a speaker  from Action for Communities in Rural Kent, Sean Carter who was a retail expert.  He spoke about how he helps local village businesses who are struggling before the situation become irreversible.

4.4
Handyman

Chairman Peter Wilks proposed that the Parish Council upgrade the handyman’s lawnmower due to the amount of work he was now required to undertake.

This was seconded by Cllr Phil Hyde and all Cllrs present were in agreement.  Parish Clerk to liaise with handyman on his requirements.  Money to come out of the subsidiarity grant fund.










Parish Clerk to action
5.
Correspondence /. Notices

5.1
Parish Clerks Report

· Chasing and enquiring the grass is not being cut regularly around the village by Swale Borough Council

· Have again requested Village Survey now that Bridge is open

·  “No Balls” signs for the village hall wall.  Have been passed to the Village Hall Committee.

· Graffiti removed from the end of School Lane.  Cost was £315.00, but have spoken to Swale Borough Council who have paid for this

· Obtained a quote for planting of shrubs at Village Hall

· Attended village hall committee meeting 

· Have chased Wicksteed as to why the wetpour has not been done at the recreation ground.  Awaiting response.

5.2
Iwade Recycling Scheme

It was agreed to carry on with the seaside recycling scheme alongside the new proposal from Swale Borough Council.  Cllr Phil Fearn to see if this is possible, as funding is due to cease in December 06.








Phil Fearn to action

5.3
Circulation of Parish Council paperwork
It was agreed that the preferred form of circulation of Parish Council paperwork would be via email due to the costs of postage.  Parish Clerk would still post paperwork to members who were not on email.

This was agreed by all Parish Councillors present









Parish Clerk to action
6.
Planning

SW/06/0959 SER
Case 22174
Installation fo new shop front to front and rear of property at Units D & E, Iwade Village Centre

No Objection

.
SW/06/0988SER
Case: 03439
3 bedroom dwelling with garage and associated parking land adjacent 2 Springvale, Iwade

Iwade Parish Council Planning Committee raised objections to this application due to over development of land.

Cllr Phil Fearn, Cllr Derek White and Cllr Sue Dowling declared an interest in this application and left the room when this item was being discussed.

SW/06/1032RB
Case 19477
Variation of condition (6) of SW/03/0402 to allow the stationing of a mobile caravan on site (Retrospective at Bedlams Reach, Raspberry Hill Lane, Iwade
No Objection in principal for permission only to be granted for the length of the horses life.

Sheerstone grass area

It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Swale Borough Council and request that the area be reflattened and turfed and for the contractors to maintain this area until it is back to its original state










Parish Clerk to action

7.
Finance
The following cheques were raised

	Sarah George
	Clerk fees, Stationary, and printing for August
	 572.16.

	AJL Contractors
	Removal of kickwalls
	£2800.00

	Graham Chambers 
	Handyman fees for August
	£180.00

	Tribune Graphics Ltd
	No Ball Games signs for village hall
	£118.51

	Peter Wilks
	Chairman Expenses 
	20.00


Meeting closed 9.15pm

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th October 2006 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
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