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Dear Friends

How do we get what we want from life? What is a good life based on?
Hopefully, what we want will also involve what is actually good. But
achieving what we aim for in life will always involve three things: focus,
devotion, and persistence.
To achieve anything, we first have to focus ourselves on it. Nothing much
can be achieved by casual or occasional attention. Devotion to the things
we value is next – whether family, career, friendship. We must be willing
to devote whatever energy, attention, or time is needed for achieving our
heart’s desire. Finally, persistence is needed, regardless of obstacles,to
stay the course and arrive where we hoped.
There is a lot in the writings of the early Christians along these lines. “Be
patient in doing good.” “Don’t put your hand to the plough, and keep
looking back.” “Blessed is he who holds on to the end.” The overwhelming
example of this is Christ himself, who had to move from being a carpenter
in a remotenorthern village, through being regarded as a teacher, healer,
troublemaker, both a hope and a danger to others, and finally to offering
up his life for us. We may not be asked to go that far, nor to achieve that
much, but the lesson is there – focus on what your life is about, devote
yourself to what you value most, and don’t give up, ever.

Sincerely
Ron Partridge, curate (retired), hospital chaplain
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